TENDER IS THE NIGHT
R RN

These nine short comics about sexuality outside the confines of

conventional dating and marriage reveal the challenges and
possibilities presented by newly emergent views of the body, sex,
love, and gender identity.

Although we live in a time when our understanding of human
sexuality is rapidly evolving, it remains a taboo subject for many.
Dispensing with conventional notions of sex, love, sensuality, and
beauty, this collection of nine short comics reveals the naked truth of
the diversity of sexual expression in contemporary society.

Within the pages of Tender Is the Night, readers will become
observers to a wide range of uniquely modern sexual experiences: a
man whose online hook-ups never come to fruition, a lesbian who
arranges an encounter with her lover’s mistress, the unusual sex life
of a neurotic woman and her deaf boyfriend, a gay man with
dwarfism who gets a lesson in the art of the blowjob, a lesbian who
wants to see her partner make love to a man, the decades long affair
that becomes a source of inner strength for both parties, an
overweight woman who can’t escape her own self-loathing, a gay
man tries his first three-way, and two trans women negotiate the
sometimes awkward complexities of gender preference and
attraction. As flesh contacts flesh in myriad ways, what is revealed
are the hopes and fears that people of all genders project onto their

bodies and intimate relationships.

Comic artist Huihui, known for her sensitive depictions of human
affection and sexuality, and renowned playwright Chien Li-Ying
collaborated to adapt Chien’s script, which would be nearly
impossible to stage with live actors, to the comic book medium. Upon
publication, the book became a focal point of discussions on changing

sexual mores in contemporary Taiwan.
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Story by Chien Li-Ying f5%/[ 55

Playwright Chien Li-Ying is Director of Content at DaMou
Entertainment, a film and television production company, and a
former adjunct lecturer in the School of Theater Arts at Taipei
National University of the Arts. As a playwright and director she has
staged over thirty theatrical productions. In 2011 she was selected
as one of the New Power Players by performing arts magazine PAR.
The following year, the same magazine named her Person of the Year
in the performing arts category. Her collected theatrical works have
been published in three volumes: Springtime Listlessness,
Observations of a Transvestite, and Possible Recollections of the
Traitor Mamet. She is also the scriptwriter of 2022 Netflix TV series
Wave Maker.

Comic by Huihui JZ25 T

Huihui is a graduate of the Department of Fine Arts at National
Taiwan Normal University and the Experimental Animation Program
at CalArts. Her first graphic novel, Blowing-Up Adventure of Me!, grew
out of her graduation project and was hugely popular when
serialized online. She has staged multiple solo exhibitions of her
work in Taipei, and was a featured artist in the Taiwan Pavilion at
the Angouléme International Comics Festival.
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WOW, LOOK
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