
  

 

TENDER IS THE NIGHT 
直到夜色溫柔 
 

These nine short comics about sexuality outside the confines of 

conventional dating and marriage reveal the challenges and 

possibilities presented by newly emergent views of the body, sex, 

love, and gender identity. 

 
 

Although we live in a time when our understanding of human 

sexuality is rapidly evolving, it remains a taboo subject for many. 

Dispensing with conventional notions of sex, love, sensuality, and 

beauty, this collection of nine short comics reveals the naked truth of 

the diversity of sexual expression in contemporary society. 

 

Within the pages of Tender Is the Night, readers will become 

observers to a wide range of uniquely modern sexual experiences: a 

man whose online hook-ups never come to fruition, a lesbian who 

arranges an encounter with her lover’s mistress, the unusual sex life 

of a neurotic woman and her deaf boyfriend, a gay man with 

dwarfism who gets a lesson in the art of the blowjob, a lesbian who 

wants to see her partner make love to a man, the decades long affair 

that becomes a source of inner strength for both parties, an 

overweight woman who can’t escape her own self-loathing, a gay 

man tries his first three-way, and two trans women negotiate the 

sometimes awkward complexities of gender preference and 

attraction. As flesh contacts flesh in myriad ways, what is revealed 

are the hopes and fears that people of all genders project onto their 

bodies and intimate relationships.  

 

Comic artist Huihui, known for her sensitive depictions of human 

affection and sexuality, and renowned playwright Chien Li-Ying 

collaborated to adapt Chien’s script, which would be nearly 

impossible to stage with live actors, to the comic book medium. Upon 

publication, the book became a focal point of discussions on changing 

sexual mores in contemporary Taiwan. 
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Story by Chien Li-Ying 簡莉穎 

Playwright Chien Li-Ying is Director of Content at DaMou 

Entertainment, a film and television production company, and a 

former adjunct lecturer in the School of Theater Arts at Taipei 

National University of the Arts. As a playwright and director she has 

staged over thirty theatrical productions. In 2011 she was selected 

as one of the New Power Players by performing arts magazine PAR. 

The following year, the same magazine named her Person of the Year 

in the performing arts category. Her collected theatrical works have 

been published in three volumes: Springtime Listlessness, 

Observations of a Transvestite, and Possible Recollections of the 

Traitor Mamet. She is also the scriptwriter of 2022 Netflix TV series 

Wave Maker. 

 

 

Comic by Huihui 廢廢子 

Huihui is a graduate of the Department of Fine Arts at National 

Taiwan Normal University and the Experimental Animation Program 

at CalArts. Her first graphic novel, Blowing-Up Adventure of Me!, grew 

out of her graduation project and was hugely popular when 

serialized online. She has staged multiple solo exhibitions of her 

work in Taipei, and was a featured artist in the Taiwan Pavilion at 

the Angoulême International Comics Festival. 

 
 
 



CreakCreak



ClackClack

Swish Swish 
swishswish

TakTak



Should 

I take a 

shower 

first?

Sure.

Me first, 

and then 

you?
Alright.

Tak-tak-tak
Tak-tak-tak

?

I’ll just 

put my 

clothes 

here.

Don’t worry, 

I won’t 

touch 

anything.Okay.

BangBang



Knock-

knock-

knock

Can I 

join you?
Huh?

I’m afraid 

you’ll sneak 

off while I’m 

showering.

I 

wouldn’t 

do that.

It happened 

to me before, 

so just in 

case.



Slosh
Slosh

Slosh

Slosh
Slosh

I’m 

heading 

out.

OK.Beep



voong

voong

voongvoong

voongvoong

voongvoong

The city’s 
annual 
event, 

Christmas-
land 

in New 
Taipei––

––is now 
having 

its grand 
opening,

and, visitor 
tallies have 

already 
surpassed 3 

million.

Next, we’ll 
have a look 
at the eight 

most stunning 
Christmas trees 
from around 

the world.

voongvoongvoongvoong

voongvoong



voongvoong

voongvoong

voongvoong
voong

voong

Clack

Clack

The only 
Christmas 
tree in 

Asia that 
made the 

list...

is on 
display at 
Christmas-

land in 
New Taipei!



Wow, look 
at this tree. 
Everyone, 
come take 

a look.

It’s so 
colorful, 

and 
huge!

This tree has been 
named one of the 
8 most stunning 
Christmas trees 

from around the 
world! You’ll see a 
lot of couples and 
families here taking 
selfies, collecting 

points…

voong

voong

voong

Should I 

turn off 

the TV?

Sure.



. . .
How 

should we 

start?

Hmm?

I’ve never 

done this 

before.

Me 

either.
Oh 

yeah?

You're actually 

the first one 

who was willing 

to meet me.

There are more 

guys than girls 

on the app,  and 

most girls are 

flakey,  or they 

ask me to pay.

Pay?

Usually a few 

thousand NTD.  Once, I 

matched with someone 

who wanted me to 

pay, so I sent her 

the money. But then, 

after we exchanged 

photos, she stopped 

responding.

What 

about 

your 

money?I just 

chalked 

it up to 

experience.



I’m surprised 

you believed 

her. Wasn’t it 

obvious?

Anyways, 

it’s nice that 

someone 

finally 

answered me.

It’s not 

like 

you’re 

ugly.

Really? 

Are you 

serious?

Well, 

you’re not 

handsome, 

either.

I know.

.. .



How long 

have you 

been doing 

this?

About 

three or 

four years. 

Since I broke 

up with 

my ex.

Three 

or four years? 

And no one 

ever agreed 

to meet 

you?

Nope. 

So I just 

took care 

of things 

myself.

You could 

look for a

      prosti-

      tute.I wouldn’t 

dare. I 

don’t want 

to catch 

anything.

No wonder 

so many guys 

messaged me 

when I went 

online.

As long 

as you’re 

female, tons 

of people 

will message 

you.

There’s a 

shortage, 

huh?

Big time.

I’ve logged in as 

a girl once. I got 

so many messages, 

I couldn’t read 

them all.

You 

could 

find a 

guy.

That was 

just for 

laughs. I’m 

not into 

guys.

You 

should 

try it 

out.

No way. 

It’s not 

for me.



Click 

Click

What 

is this 

about?

I thought 

it’d help 

us relax.

♫~You ask me how deep is my love~ ♫♫~How much I love you~ ♫

My feelings are true~ ♫My love is true~ ♫



~~♫~~♫~~~~♫~~♫~~

Can you 

go down 

on me?

Nope.Or can I 

go down 

on you?

Ok.

Ungh



Peek

shlip

   shlip

fwup

Touch



Ha

Agh

Agh



Hmm...



Can we do 

this again 

some time?

Of 

course.

I think 

you’re 

pretty 

cute.

Thanks.

Why did you 

go looking 

online?

Oh I...



What do 

you do 

for work?

I work at 

a printing 

factory.

Oh, I 

see.

... Yeah, no 

girls will 

date me.

What about 

having a 

mail-order 

bride?

I want 

to find 

someone 

I can chat 

with.

It must 

be tough 

working in 

a printing 

factory.

It’s a sunset 

industry. 

But I’m sure 

every job has 

its problems.

The boss’s 

daughter runs the show 

now. She’s taken on jobs 

printing cartoons, printing 

stuff on clothes, plates, 

cups, calendars, and washi 

tape. There’s a lot more 

work than there 

was before.

Cartoons, 

like 

animation?

Our clients 

draw things 

and have us 

print them on 

all kinds of 

products.

Like self-

published 

comics? Or, 

branded 

merchan-

dise?

Something 

like that. It’s 

all about 

printing.

Also, 

those 

tear-off 

calendars.

I see.

We’re located 

near a university. 

We also get 

business when 

students print 

their graduation 

theses.

Right.



Sorry. 

It must be 

boring for 

you.
No, not 

at all.

thupthup

... Are you 

single?

Nope.Oh.

Ah.

thupthup



Here’s my 

business 

card.

You can 

call me if 

you want.

Thanks.

I’m heading 

out. Nice 

meeting you.

Can I 

contact 

you on 

Line?



Sure.

Ka-Ka-
thunkthunk

Tak Tak Tak
Tak Tak Tak



Ding


